
Good News - Llanharan Post Office
It has now been confirmed that the Corner Shop on the Square is to be the preferred option for the 
relocation of Llanharan Post Offfce.  The move when it is announced, will take place in early January 2014
Congratulations to Ian in ensuring that this valuable service remains in the heart of the village.  I would like 
to thank those who worked tirelessly to ensure this outcome, in particular the Community Council headed 
by Councillor Roger Turner and the Council Clerk Peter Davies.  I now implore you to make good use of the 
postal services provided by Ian, in order to prevent us losing our Post Office, as has befallen so many small 
communities in the past.  All the protests in the world will not prevent the closure of an office once that 
decision has been made.  The only way to guarantee the continued presence of the Post Office is to use it 
often, even when the alternatives are easier to access.  You may find it easier to pay bills etc by other 
means but when the office is closed you will not find it easier to send a parcel by these means.  Please 
bear this in mind

Allotments
There may be allotments becoming available in the near future on our three sites in Llanharan at Jubilee 
Road, Bridgend Road and Pendre.  At the moment we have a short waiting list.  If you would like to add 
your name to the list and take advantage of the opportunity to grow your own produce and enjoy the 
company of like minded people.  They are all too happy to pass on their experience to help and advise 
those who are taking the plunge for the first time.  Please contact the clerk Peter Davies in the Drop-in 
Centre between 11.30am and 2,00pm Monday to Friday or telephone on 01443 231430

Visit to RWE wind farm at Gilfach Goch
Report by Cllr Will Thomas, Llanharan Ward
Love ‘em or hate ‘em we have ‘em and bigger ones are on their way
John Bowman, Philip Poynor and Will Thomas were taken by Range 
Rover to the top of the mountain above Brynna and Llanharan, by a 
couple of representatives of RWE (part of NPower); their 4-wheel drive 
car the only vehicle able to negotiate the rough track up there
RWE are not the only wind farmers up here, there are 3 other 
companies operating across the wind field (a term for an area suitable to 
harvest wind)
As part of the deal to put turbines here, RWE are committed to donate 
money annually to the communities adjacent to their wind farm
These turbines are very impressive close-up and provide electricity 
output of 0.45 Megawatts for the smaller turbines and 2.0 Megawatts for 
each of the larger turbines to be installed, enough for the 7 new turbines 
to supply energy for 9700 houses
There is no office or management on site, everything is automated; each 
turbine senses wind direction and speed, turns into the wind, and 
controls blade rotation for optimum effect.  Remote management is by computer, and engineers monitor 
turbine status and make visits for repairs or adjustments when needed
It is the case that when there is too much electricity being produced and feeding the national grid, that wind 
turbines are the easiest to take off-line (stop turning and stop producing electricity), you can’t quickly stop 
nuclear, gas or coal-fired power stations
No company would ever put up wind turbines voluntarily, they are not cost effective without government 
subsidy for the production of ‘green’ energy however, the UK is obliged to increase reliance on green 
energy to about 15% of total of the methods of generating electricity by 2020
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Some larger turbines have already been installed to 
the North of Gilfach Goch, and we are not as directly 
affected by the wind farms as the residents there.  
Two Gilfach councillors also went on this tour and had 
quite a few critical remarks to make.  They mentioned 
noise disturbance and the constant flicker of the 
turning blades as the worst effects; also the 
disturbance during the construction period.  We have 
them on the hill on our horizon, they are surrounded 
by them and they are close
The 7 new turbines that have been given planning 
permission will only be installed after the removal of 
the existing 21 smaller turbines, probably in about 18 
months time - and yes, they’ve been here for 25 years
The view from up here is very impressive, as are the 

turbines.  Footpaths and bridle-ways cross the wind 
field and a local cross-country race took place here recently and was completed by our tour guide
The rain became heavy and horizontal and so we retreated to the car, and ended our quite exciting tour

Llanharan Welfare Hall

There are a small number of time slots still available for bookings in the hall, in particular at weekends.  the 
large hall is suitable for many and varied uses such as dance classes, art and photography studios, and 
sport as well as business uses and craft fayres.  If you feel you can make use of this opportunity please 
contact me or the secretary Gill Richards on 01443 222053

Notice Board

The Community Council have been looking for a suitable site to erect a new notice board in Brynna.  We 
are very grateful to the Spar shop for allowing us to to use the side elevation of the store.  We hope to have 
the work done in the not too distant future, enabling the Council to keep you better informed about Council 
business

Future Meeting

The next Community Council meeting will be held at Ynysmaerdy Community Centre on Thurs 17th of 
October 7-00pm.  A reminder that the minutes of Council meetings can be found at our office at The Drop-
In Centre, at Post Offices and on our website www.llanharacc.co.uk or www.llanharancc.webs.com for 
mobile operating systems
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